The use of nuclear magnetic resonance (NMR) in the diagnosis of radicular pain due to lateral canal stenosis in 21 patients is reported. NMR was able to distinguish normal intervertebral discs from degenerate discs, and NMR evidence of reduction of epidural fat was more reliable than radiculography in identifying lateral root entrapment.
NMR is an important advance in the investigation oflumbar radiculopathies. 
MATERIALS AND METHODS
Twenty-one patients presenting to the Back Unit with a clinical picture of lateral root entrapment were included in the study. There were 12 men and 9 women. Their mean age was 49.6 years (range 30 to 68 years), and the length of history ranged from 6 months to 16 years (mean 9. 1 years). Four patients had previously undergone spinal surgery. All the patients had histories of either unilateral or bilateral radicular pain, but most (17) 
